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LIFE 2022 – Standard Action Projects for the Subprogramme 
“Circular Economy and Quality of Life” 
 

OJ Reference / Opening Date Budget Deadline date 

07/05/2022 98.320.656 €  04/10/2022 (17:00 CET) 

 

Project Start Project Duration 

3rd Quarter 2022 2 to 10 years 

 
1. BENEFICIARIES 
 
The applicants (beneficiaries and affiliated entities) must:  
→ be legal entities (public or private bodies)  
→ be established in one of the eligible countries, i.e.:  

→ EU Member States (including overseas countries and territories (OCTs))  
→ non-EU countries: listed EEA countries and countries associated to the LIFE 

Programme (participating countries) or countries which are in ongoing negotiations 
for an association agreement and where the agreement enters into force before 
grant signature.  

→ The coordinator must be established in an eligible country.  
 
Specific cases: 
→ Entities from other countries (not listed above) are exceptionally eligible, if the 

granting authority considers their participation essential for the implementation of the 
action. 

→ Natural persons are NOT eligible (with the exception of self-employed persons, i.e. sole 
traders, where the company does not have legal personality separate from that of the 
natural person). 

→ International organisations are eligible. The rules on eligible countries do not apply to 
them. 

→ Entities which do not have legal personality under their national law may exceptionally 
participate. 

→ EU bodies (with the exception of the European Commission Joint Research Centre) can 
NOT be part of the consortium. 

→ Entities composed of members may participate as ‘sole beneficiaries’ or ‘beneficiaries 
without legal personality’. 

→ Countries currently negotiating association agreements — Beneficiaries from 
countries with ongoing negotiations may participate in the call and can sign grants if 
the negotiations are concluded before grant signature (with retroactive effect, if 
provided in the agreement). 

 
2. SUMMARY 
 
The LIFE Programme is the EU Programme for Environment and Climate Action. 
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The specific objectives of the sub-programme ‘Circular Economy and Quality of Life’ are: 
→ to develop, demonstrate and promote innovative techniques, methods and approaches 

for reaching the objectives of the EU legislation and policy on environment, and to 
contribute to the knowledge base and, where relevant, to the application of best 
practices. 

→ to support the development, implementation, monitoring and enforcement of the EU 
legislation and policy on environment, including by improving governance at all levels, 
in particular through enhancing capacities of public and private actors and the 
involvement of civil society. 

→ to catalyse the large-scale deployment of successful technical and policy-related 
solutions for implementing the EU legislation and policy on environment, by 
replicating results, integrating related objectives into other policies and into public and 
private sector practices, mobilising investment and improving access to finance. 

This sub-programme aims at facilitating the transition toward a sustainable, circular, 
toxic-free, energy-efficient and climate-resilient economy and at protecting, restoring and 
improving the quality of the environment. 
 
The sub-programme ‘Circular Economy and Quality of Life’ aims at contributing to the EU 
priorities by: 
→ reducing resource consumption and facilitating the transition toward a sustainable, 

circular, toxic-free, energy-efficient and climate-resilient economy. 
→ developing circular systems, in line with the new Circular Economy Action Plan and 

reflecting its focus on sustainable products, material and energy intensive sectors and 
circular business models for value retention. 

→ bringing down waste generation in line with the Waste Framework Directive 
2019/10044 and the reduction of hazardous waste in view of the EU’s commitment 
under the Basel Convention. 

→ improving waste management with respect to collection and storage of waste, recovery 
options and end-of-life disposal, including in islands where waste management has to 
face specific challenges. 

→ reducing emissions of pollutants to air and ensuring clean air for EU citizens in line 
with the EU legislation and the objectives of the Zero Pollution Action Plan. 

→ achieving and maintaining a good status of the EU water bodies. 
→ ensuring clean surface water and ground-water, in sufficient quantities for human and 

other species, including by increasing efficiency of water use. 
→ reducing production, use and emissions of hazardous chemicals as well as reducing the 

exposure of humans and the environment to those chemicals. 
→ promoting the development, commercialisation and uptake of safe and sustainable-by-

design substances, materials and products. 
→ diminishing exposure to harmful noise levels. 
→ protecting the quality of EU soil, preventing soil degradation through sustainable 

practices of soil and land management, remediating from soil pollution and enhancing 
the capacity to improve water quality through reduced nitrate leakage and to reduce 
emissions through carbon storage. 

 
Standard Action Projects (SAP), on its part, represent the ‘traditional LIFE projects’ and 
aim at: 
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→ developing, demonstrating and promoting innovative techniques, methods and 
approaches. 

→ contributing to the knowledge base and to the application of best practice. 
→ supporting the development, implementation, monitoring and enforcement of the EU 

legislation and policy, including by improving governance at all levels, in particular 
through enhancing capacities of public and private actors and the involvement of civil 
society. 

→ catalysing the large-scale deployment of successful technical and policy related 
solutions for implementing the EU legislation and policy by replicating results, 
integrating related objectives into other policies and into public and private sector 
practices, mobilising investment and improving access to finance. 

 
They can be close-to-market (i.e. aim not only at delivering improved environmental 
solutions, but also at making sure such solutions are widely taken up by society in general 
and, more particularly, by the economy through an explicit market-oriented approach). 
In this case, applicants will be required to highlight specific market-related information 
in their Application Forms (e.g. planned production capacity, reference market, economic 
feasibility etc.). 
 
3. TOPICS 
 
CIRC UL AR ECO NO MY,  RESO URC ES  FROM WAS TE,  AIR,  WATER,  SO IL ,  NOIS E,  
CHEMIC ALS ,  BAUHAUS  

 
Topic Topic lines 

CIRCULAR ECONOMY AND WASTE 

Recovery of 
Resources 
from Waste 

→ Implementation of innovative solutions to support value-added recycled 
materials, components or products for WEE, batteries and accumulators, End of 
Life Vehicles (ELVs) and End-of-Life Ships, construction works or buildings, 
plastics, biowaste, textiles, composite and multilayer materials, wastes 
containing critical raw materials, packaging.  

→ Implementation of innovative solutions for the identification, tracking, 
separation, prevention and decontamination of waste containing hazardous 
substances, to enable value-added recycling of the treated waste and safe disposal 
of the hazardous substances or reducing the scale of the problem within the 
framework of the project. 

Circular 
Economy and 
the 
Environment 

→ Implementation of business and consumption models or solutions to support 
value chains, particularly the key product value chains set out in the new EU Action 
Plan for the Circular Economy, aiming at reducing or preventing resource use and 
waste. This includes eco-design or products, solutions (post-design) to support the 
implementation, transfer and/or uptake of product durability, reuse and repair, 
including upgrading and remanufacturing, and other actions (Product-as-a-service, 
industrial symbiosis, digital product passports, etc).  

AIR 
Air quality 
legislation 
and the NEC 
Directive 

→ Air quality improvement and emission reduction of particulate matter (PM) in 
specific areas (use of solid fuel and dust generating activities). 

→ Sustainable road transport mobility. 
→ Sustainable mobility, other than road transport, including maritime transport, 

ports, aviation and Non Road Mobile Machinery (NRMM) mobility, including their 
supporting infrastructure and logistics. 

→ Reduction of ammonia, methane and PM emissions from agriculture. 
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Topic Topic lines 

Industrial 
Emissions 
Directive 

→ Application of pollution prevention and abatement techniques referred to in the 
Industrial Emissions Directive as emerging techniques or development and 
application of pollution prevention and abatement techniques, which could qualify 
as candidate emerging techniques under the Industrial Emissions Directive’s BREFs 
review process. 

WATER 

Water 
quality & 
quantity 

→ Improvement of water quality via one or both of the following: integrated 
management of nutrients and organic pollution of human (urban) and/or 
agricultural origin by directly removing pollution; Innovative solutions for the 
reduction of pressures from specific chemical pollutants in the water 
environment by reducing emissions at source. 

→ Implementation of flood and/or drought risk management actions by Nature 
Based solutions and/or Innovative prevention and protection tools and 
techniques for support policy, land use planning, risk reduction, post-event 
resilience and emergency management and/or innovative integrated risk 
assessment and management approaches.  

→ Innovative projects addressing hydro morphological pressures identified in 
River Basin Management Plans and originating from land or water uses in order 
to achieve good water status or potential. 

→ Implementation of innovative water saving measures in order to reduce the 
quantitative and qualitative pressures on water bodies/resources. 

Marine and 
coastal water 
management 

→ Application of innovative solutions (tools, technologies or practices) to ensure the 
protection and conservation of the seas, oceans and their coasts, by fostering 
sustainable human activities within the marine environment. 

Water 
services 

→ Application of innovative technologies and tools for drinking water and urban 
wastewater treatment systems. 

→ Application of innovative tools ensuring the resource efficient provision of water 
services compliant with the revised Drinking Water Directive and the Urban Waste 
Water Treatment Directive to population living in rural areas. 

→ Improvement of the efficiency and effectiveness of innovative solutions and/or 
innovative treatment options regarding recycled/reclaimed water. 

SOIL 
→ Implementation of actions to protect the quality of EU’s soil including innovative actions: 

→ encourage transition to sustainable practices of soil and land management, promote and scale up 
innovative soil and land management techniques and scale-up the implementation of the 
sustainable soil management with a view to eliminate and prevent adverse effects (erosion, 
pollution, loss of soil organic carbon, etc.) and negative impacts on provided soil ecosystem services 
and/or, 

→ prepare for extreme weather events and combat desertification. 
→ Restoration, protection and improvement of soil health and prevention of soil degradation including 

soil loss also through innovative actions. 
NOISE 

→ Substantial reduction of noise inside densely populated urban areas through solutions with high 
environmental and economic sustainability. 

CHEMICALS 
→ Prevention and Reduction of the impact on the environment or human health, of hazardous 

substances, in particular at least one of the following: 
→ Substances identified as being of concern (including endocrine disruptors and persistent 

substances). 
→ combination effects of substances. 
→ Nanomaterials. 
→ biocidal products and/or pesticides. 
→ PFAS (Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances). 

→ Prevention and reduction of the impact on the environment or human health of chemical production 
and use across the value chain to promote. the development of green and digital/smart 
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Topic Topic lines 
technologies and/or. advanced materials low-carbon and low environmental impact industrial 
production and use of chemicals. 

→ Digital innovations for advanced tools, methods and models, and data analysis capacities to also 
move away from animal testing. 

→ Implementation of safe- and sustainable-by-design solutions, including through the development, 
commercialisation, deployment and uptake of safe- and sustainable-by-design substances, 
material and product.  

→ Facilitation of the implementation of the Seveso III Directive (Directive 2012/18/EU) on the 
control of major-accident hazards involving dangerous substances through deployment of 
particularly cost-effective methodological tools for carrying out human health and environmental 
risk mapping, and for addressing domino effects.  

A NEW EUROPEAN BAUHAUS 
→ Proposals focussed on a holistic reduction of environmental impacts of new buildings. 
→ Proposals on circular districts involving creation of circular value chains to boost urban 

economies whilst producing urban and territorial regeneration. 
→ Proposals for maintaining or restoring biodiversity that contribute to the implementation of the 

New European Bauhaus initiative. This may include, for example, demonstrating biodiversity 
friendly practise for the energetic isolation of buildings, innovative architectural approaches 
for wildlife-friendly buildings, etc. 

 
ENVIRO NMENTAL G OV ERNANCE  

 
Topic Topic lines 

ACTIVITIES IN SUPPORT OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATIONS’ DECISION-MAKING AND VOLUNTARY 
APPROACHES 

→ Improving the capacity of public administration to implement a holistic vision of the 
environment, including managing, monitoring, assessing environmental plans, programmes and 
initiatives, by involving responsible authorities, also through institutional collaboration at different 
territorial level and/or where appropriate in partnership with private entities, with a view to develop 
synergies, to reduce administrative burden and/or to optimise environmental outcomes. These 
activities will contribute, where applicable, to the implementation of the UN 2030 Agenda on 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

→ Development, promotion, implementation and/or harmonisation of specific voluntary 
instruments and approaches and their use by entities aiming at reducing the environmental impact of 
their activities, products and services. 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE ASSURANCE AND ACCESS TO JUSTICE 
→ Supporting environmental compliance assurance by: 

→ Cross-border, national or regional networks. 
→ Strategies and policies and/or developing and using innovative tools and actions to promote, 

monitor and enforce compliance with binding EU environmental instruments (other than on nature 
and biodiversity), and ensure application of the polluter pays principles through environmental 
liability. 

→ Engaging with citizens and others to promote and monitor compliance, and ensure application of 
environmental liability. 

→ Promoting effective public participation and access to justice in environmental matters amongst 
the public, NGOs, lawyers, the judiciary, public administrations or other stakeholders with a view to 
improving knowledge, understanding and application of effective means of public participation and/or 
access to justice. 

BEHAVIORAL CHANGE AND AWARENESS-RAISING INITIATIVES 

→ Raising awareness on environmental problems, EU environmental policies, tools 
and/or legislation among the relevant target audiences, aiming to change their perceptions 
and fostering the adoption of environmentally friendly behaviours and practices and/or 
direct citizen's engagement 
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4. ELIGIBLE PERIOD FOR EXPENSES 
 
Projects should preferably start after Grant Agreement signature (expected by June/July 
2023). Proposals for projects that have already started will be assessed on a case-by-case 
basis (in this case, no costs can be reimbursed for activities that took place before the 
project starting date/proposal submission).  
 
Project duration should be between 24 and 120 months, so the maximum eligibility 
period for Standard Action Projects shall be 10 years. This is justified taking into account 
the complexity of certain projects and the fact that prolongations may be required for 
unforeseen events (e.g. extreme weather conditions). 
 
5. FUNDING.  
 
Maximum funding rate will reach 60% of eligible budgets (grant) 
 
6. COST CATEGORIES 
 
Direct costs: 
→ Personnel costs: 

▐ Employees. 
▐ Natural persons under direct contract. 
▐ Seconded persons. 
▐ SME owners and natural person beneficiaries. 
▐ Volunteers. 

→ Subcontracting costs. 
→ Purchase costs: 

▐ Travel and subsistence (only actual costs). 
▐ Equipment (full cost + depreciation for listed equipment). 
▐ Other goods, works and services. 

→ Other cost categories: 
▐ Financial support to third parties (maximum total amount for financial support 

to third parties 100.000 EUR; maximum amount per third party EUR 20.000 
EUR). 

▐ Land purchase. 
▐ Non-deductible VAT is eligible (but please note that since 2013 VAT paid by 

beneficiaries that are public bodies acting as public authority is NOT eligible). 
 
Indirect costs: 
→ 7% of the eligible direct costs (except volunteers costs and exempted specific cost 

categories such as land purchase, if any). 
 
Indicative range of project budget: 2-10 M€. 
 
7. OTHER ISSUES 
 

N/A 


